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power, and the parliamentary government which does
not rest on the solid basis of a faithful majority is a
government which is powerless and impotent. More-
over, the horizon is not so clear and cloudless in
Belgium to-day that we can afford to weaken our
motive powers and content ourselves with repre-
sentative authorities devoid of force and stability.

Parties are a necessity in a parliamentary system,
and in spite of their exaggerations and inconveniences,
they are a distinct benefit in our country. They are
the intermediaries between the mass of the electors
and the leaders. They group and educate the citizens,
they register the echoes of general opinion, they sub-
ject complaints to a sifting process, they recommend
moderation to the turbulent, and tabulate the im-
portant matters in the order which seems to* them
most useful. Once you divide them, break up their
ranks, and destroy their programmes, you will have
deprived the people of their necessary guides, and
you will only have before you a great multitude of
errant or indifferent electors.

The People.

The gulf between the Swiss and the Belgians is
quite as great as that which separates the Belgians,
who have always enjoyed a real independence, from
the French, who have been unused to self-government
for centuries.

Democracy has had a peaceful existence in Switzer-
land, for the mountains have afforded it the security
of a natural and impregnable fortress. The inhabit-
ants have learnt to regulate their affairs in a patri-